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NEWS RELEASE 

 

LANDMARK UTILITY-SCALE SOLAR FARM COMMENCES OPERATIONS 

Cleantech America’s CalRENEW-1 Provides PG&E Emission-Free Solar Power 

 
For Immediate Release                              Contact:  Bill Barnes 
Date: 5.12.10                 (415) 218-3935 
 

(MENDOTA, CA --)  CalRENEW-1, the first utility-scale photovoltaic solar project to be interconnected to 

PG&E’s transmission system under California’s Renewables Portfolio Standard (RPS) program, has 

commenced commercial operation, announced Cleantech America, the project developer.  The 

landmark project will provide 5 megawatts of emission-free peaking solar electricity to PG&E under a 

long- term power purchase agreement. 

 “We are proud that CalRENEW-1 is the first such solar facility to achieve commercial operation 

and we look forward to providing PG&E with zero emission, peaking solar power,” said Bill Overholt, 

CEO of Cleantech America.  “CalRENEW-1 moves California one step further into its renewable energy 

future and demonstrates the viability of utility-scale PV solar as a renewable peaking resource.” 

 Cleantech America is the U.S. renewable development subsidiary of Meridian Energy Ltd. of 

Wellington, New Zealand.  CalRENEW-1 is the company’s first U.S solar farm to go into operation and is a 

model for its U.S. growth strategy.   Meridian is the largest state-owned electricity generator in New 

Zealand and generates power entirely from renewable resources. 
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CalRENEW-1 consists of more than 50,000 solar panels covering almost 50 acres.  Development 

and construction of the solar farm created scores of green collar jobs and solar installer training 

opportunities in the Central Valley.  Successful completion of the project on schedule and budget 

demonstrates Cleantech America’s competence to marshal and manage the many resources necessary 

to complete large-scale renewable projects and bring them into commercial operation. 

CalRENEW-1 is one of the most advanced photovoltaic solar facilities in the world, helping 

California meet its stringent renewable energy and carbon reduction goals. Avoided emissions from 

CalRENEW-1 will be an estimated 6.3 million lbs/year of CO2, the primary source of global warming and 

climate change, plus 6,905 lbs/year of NOx and 5,451 lbs/year of SO2 (source: EPA eGRID2002 database). 

 

About Cleantech America, Inc., A Meridian Energy Company  

Cleantech America, Inc. is a California-based developer of utility scale photovoltaic solar farms and other 

renewable energy projects. For more information, visit www.cleantechamerica.com or call Cleantech 

America at (415) 218-3935. 

About Meridian Energy 

Meridian Energy is New Zealand’s only supplier of CarboNZero certified electricity. The state-owned 

enterprise serves 183,000 residential, business and rural customers throughout New Zealand and 

operates nine hydroelectric stations and two wind farms, which generate an average of 12,500 GWh per 

year. For more information, visit http://www.meridianenergy.co.nz/. 
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